
Welcome to the Summer 2015 Edition of the Feminist Library Newsletter. Do please note that the Feminist Library 
will be closed in August for our summer holidays. Please email us admin@feministlibrary.co.uk if you would like an 
appointment to visit the library during this time. We will be open as usual in September. We are experiencing 
problems with our website at the moment but our crack team of webmistresses are working on it and we hope to have
it up and running again soon. Meanwhile find us on facebook or twitter.

Tribute to Astra Blaug

We are very sad to announce the death of Astra, who died in May at the age of 87.
Astra was born and raised in New York before moving to London in 1962, where 
she became involved in the earliest days of the Women's Liberation Movement. 
Astra was part of many groups: she was a Jewish feminist, a radical feminist, a 
poet, photographer and sculptor, involved with the Greenham Common 
Women’s Peace Camp, Women in Black, and was a founder of the Older Feminist 
Network, whose newsletter she edited for many years, thus providing a vital link 
for many isolated OFN members. Astra was an inspiration for many of us, as she 
elegantly navigated the territory of being the loving mother of two sons whilst 
remaining a staunch radical feminist - just before she died she said firmly that she
would like her funeral to be conducted by an atheist radical feminist, and it was.

Amongst her many activities, Astra was a longstanding supporter of the Feminist 
Library. All her publications, including Back You Come, Mother Dear and Older and Bolder, can be read and enjoyed in the 
library. She and her sons have kindly donated to us her collection of feminist books (including some poetry books by 
other authors that are missing from our collection); her extensive collection of meticulously labelled photos, and her 
archives containing her source material and early drafts of her poems; and also her collection of sculptures, which are 
reminiscent of the works of Barbara Hepworth - though a lot smaller! We at the Feminist Library are most grateful to 
Astra's sons, Adam and Greg, for allowing us to use the sculptures to help with our fundraising drive. In the autumn we 
will be organising an exhibition and poetry reading to honour Astra, and the sculptures will be available for sale. More 
details to follow. 

The June/July 2015 issue of the OFN Newsletter contains many moving tributes and fond memories of Astra, including 
the following from Josephine Negro: “I have known this remarkable woman for more than 30 years. She recruited me 
into the OFN from the Feminist Library, where we both met. Since then I have watched in admiration as she struggled to 
extend our influence. For years she worked on the Newsletter, where she also recruited me as part of the team. In those 
days producing the Newsletter was hard physical work, as well as the usual business of putting together the copy. The 
whole team would descend on a print shop off Tottenham Court Road and make the photocopies ourselves, stagger 
home each with an armful of paper, and gather later to assemble, staple and fold the copies to be posted. In all this 
labour, Astra kept her creativity and her humour sharp, as well as maintaining a wide range of contacts and her interest 
in the work of other women’s organisations. She was a one off and will be sadly missed.” 
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Review

Women in Dark Times, Jacqueline 
Rose (Bloomsbury, 2014)

Reading through Jacqueline Rose’s
biography, one is baffled at the 
range of topics she specialises in: 
feminism, literature, 
psychoanalysis, the list goes on. As
well as publishing on Middle 
Eastern politics, sexuality and 
film, Rose is a Professor of English 
who also writes fiction.  It would 

take an academic with this breadth of knowledge to write 
a book like Women in Dark Times. 

Rose’s latest work of non-fiction encompasses biographies 
of Marylin Monroe, Rosa Luxemburg and German-Jewish 
painter Charlotte Saloman, before moving on to cases of so
called ‘honour killings’ across continents, to contemporary
art that deals with European history, and environmental 
issues. Spanning 1930s Europe, 1950s America and the 
present-day UK with many stops in between, this is a 
book which feels genuinely intellectually enriching. 
Though the shifts in subject matter can at times be abrupt, 
Rose’s writing is engaging enough to immediately 
immerse her reader in something totally different.

Throughout the book, Rose consistently undercuts clichés 
and common assumptions – in writing about Rosa 
Luxemburg, Rose challenges the common conception that 
the Socialist revolutionary’s emotions, her femininity, 
would be at odds with her political thought, instead 
arguing that the two are totally intertwined in her 
writings: ‘There is nothing more sensuous than 
Luxemburg writing on revolution’  (53). Marilyn Monroe, 
far from being an empty-headed stereotype, is revealed as 
a thoughtful and courageous young woman, deeply 
involved in political thought with a voracious appetite for 
knowledge. 

Also undercut are assumptions about academic writing – 
namely that it is always inaccessible, and always removed 
from ‘real’ life.  Rose manages to reference philosophers 
such as Hannah Arendt and Giorgio Agamben with 
succinct and functional introductions to their ideas. This 
very accessibility is itself radical and refreshing (I recall 
my own induction into Arendt, which involved reading an
outdated Penguin volume which was frustratingly 
opaque, including large passages of untranslated French.) 

Refreshing too is the connection Rose forges with the 
present when considering the past. Though she invokes 
numerous theoretical concepts, these are brought to bear, 
in the latter sections of the book, with very real and

urgent contemporary issues, such as immigration in 
Europe, so-called ‘honour killings’, and impending 
environmental disaster. The book is ultimately a call to 
action - an examination of the past which hopes to create 
feminism for the future – for ‘the next stage of its struggle’ 
(269). 

The sheer number of areas into which Rose dwells in this 
book does diminish the depth with which she can explore 
each one. There are certainly threads running throughout 
– Jewish history and Europe’s shared legacy of horror, 
patterns of women as individuals undercutting their 
societies’ expectations, the creativity and strength of 
women facing hardship. Rose sometimes explicitly brings 
these out, inviting us to recall earlier passages. At her best 
moments she allows these connections to remain implicit, 
to resurface in the reader’s memory while reading the 
book, or afterwards in moments of reflection. 

Women in Dark Times touches briefly on topics on which its
author would be more than capable of expanding and 
meditating at great length. But the pleasure in reading it 
comes from our own meditations after putting the book 
down. It is both a rewarding taste of different stories and 
an invitation to reflect, to dwell and to learn more.

Reviewed by Anna Pigott
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Recent Acquisitions 
We Should All Be Feminists, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
(Fourth Estate, 2014)
Praise Her, Praise Diana, Ann Rothman-Hicks and Ken 
Hicks (Melange Books, 2014)
Cracked Open: Liberty, Fertility and the Pursuit of of High-Tech
Babies, Miriam Zoll (Interlink, 2013)
Life and Death, Andrea Dworkin (The Free Press, 1997)
Imageries. Essaies no's 0-5, Nomoslab (Geneve, 2014)
Women at Work: Strategies for Survival and Success, Ann 
Dickson (Kogan Page, 2001)
The Third Shift, Michele Kremen Bolton (Jossey-Bass, 2000)
Things and Ink, Issues 4,5,6,9 and 10
WOW Caerdydd 2015 (ed. Melissa Hinken)
Orlando, Issue 0 (weareorlando.co.uk)

#FL40for40. Help the Feminist Library raise
£40,000 towards a new home!

Donate Now and help save the Feminist Library: 
https://www.charitycheckout.co.uk/272410/Donate

In 2015 The Feminist Library celebrates 40 years of 
archiving and activism. Totally volunteer run, we have 
created and looked after one of the most important 
collections of feminist material in all of the UK, and 
provided an inspiring learning and social space for 
thousands of people. 

In the current climate of austerity, with many community 
spaces closing, our future is under threat. Due to rent 
increases the building that has been our home for 30 years 
is no longer viable. We now need to raise funds to find a 
new, permanent and secure home.
In this our 40th year we aim to raise '40 for 40', forty 
thousand pounds. You can help us achieve this aim by 
donating to our emergency fund, and helping to secure the 
future of our collection. See our short fundraising video on 
youtube at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=83xetavCERw and forward the link to get your friends 
and get them to donate too.

Don't let our feminist history be lost, help The Feminist 
Library and Donate Now.

What Every Woman Wished She'd Learnt at
School! By Sarah O'Mahoney

My first period came when I was ten, I thought I was 
dying! I knew nothing about it and even after my mother 
reassured me that it was a perfectly natural female 
occurrence, I was horrified to discover that it was going to 
happen every month for 40 years or so!

Perhaps even worse was the unspoken taboo around it. 
There was no celebration, no marking this supremely 
important rite of passage. You only whispered about it 
with your mum or sisters and maybe friends, but the wider
world did not acknowledge it at all. It’s like being slapped 
down early on, your very femaleness is not important, a 
dark dirty thing that is best kept under wraps.

It was only later in life that I came across the work of 
Alexandra Pope and her positive spin on the Menstrual 
Cycle and how it can be our guide to ourselves and our 
feminine power, not a Curse! Her Red School is the 
culmination of 30 years of work in the field of 
Menstruality, making this amazing and empowering work 
available to women and girls both online and in the shape 
of groundbreaking courses and apprenticeships. 

The Red School is all about enhancing women's 
development that is so crucial to girls' and women's health,
psycho-spiritual growth and women's leadership. This 
radical approach is based on the inner knowledge of the 
menstrual cycle and the developmental journey from 
menarche to menopause and beyond.

Through the dynamic of the monthly cycle, culminating in 
the transition of menopause, a woman is able to develop 
an inner practice for healing, realising her personal 
potential and nurturing a rich spiritual life. She is uniquely
tutored in the nature and power of The Feminine, a force 
needed more than ever today. This work has ancient roots 
freshly articulated to meet the needs and conditions of our 
time.
Alexandra and Sjanie, founders of Red School, are inviting 
women of all ages to rediscover and co–evolve a new 
conscious way of tapping in to our feminine power. 

Unleash Your Creativity - through the power of your 
menstrual cycle, London
9.30am to 5.30pm Sun 11th Oct 2015
Join Alexandra Pope and Sjanie Hugo Wurlitzer for an 
exciting day exploring the creative potential of your inner 
being. A workshop for all women.
Go to website http://www.redschoolonline.net/ for other 
courses for all the phases of menstruality. 
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LISTINGS

Monday 3 August, 6.30 pm. Toynbee Studios Arts Café, 28
Commercial Street, London, E1 6AB.  
Feminist Epic! A Fundraiser for the Feminist Library
A resurgent, insurgent all-female line-up! Join us for a 
cabaret evening MC’d by Ania Ostrowska (The F-Word), 
featuring readings, a short film, and DJ sets from Frances 
Morgan (Resonance FM, The Wire), to raise funds for the 
Feminist Library.
With Sarah Crewe and Sophie Mayer (poets and co-editors 
of Catechism and Binders Full of Women), Preti Taneja 
(Gatehouse Press New Fictions Prize 2014/15), Juliet 
Jacques (journalist & author of forthcoming Trans) and
Caroline Bergvall (Whitechapel Art Gallery Writer in 
Residence 2014). Also, fresh from its premiere at BFI Flare, 
‘Zeit zu zweit’ (Couple Time) by Selina Robertson.
We’ll be celebrating the launch of KUMKUM MALHOTRA,
Preti’s first novella, from Gatehouse Press, and of (O), 
Sophie’s new collection, from ArcPublications.
Tickets: £4 in advance / £5 on the night
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/feminist-epic-a-fundraiser-for-the-
feminist-library-tickets-17730140327
All welcome; the venue is wheelchair-accessible. 

3- 31 August 2015, Glasgow Women's Library, 23 
Landressy Street, Glasgow. 
Femme Fatales and Fragile Frails: Women in Pulp Fiction
Exhibition celebrating the pleasures of pulp – the lurid 
covers, the over-the top characters, the double-crosses, the 
double-dealings and the double Ds.
womenslibrary.org.uk

14-21 August 2015, Lampeter, Wales.
Women In Tune.
A celebration of and for Women in Music. Women come not
only from Wales, but also from Europe and beyond, to get 
together and play or listen to music.
www.womenintune.co.uk

20-23 August 2015, London Feminist Film Festival.
The Rio, Dalston and the Tricycle, Kilburn.
Celebrating feminist films both past and present, from 
women directors around the world.  
Full 2015 programme, tickets and further information: 
londonfeministfilmfestival.com

29 August 2015, 12-5pm at the Feminist Library.
Summer Zine Fest: In Collaboration with Doing What 
Comes Naturally
As part of the Feminist Library's 40th anniversary year 
'Doing What Comes Naturally' presents a one-off 
celebratory event focusing on the Library's unique 
collection of Spare Rib. 
There will be a Spare Rib exhibition, an introduction to 
Spare Rib by Louise Kimpton-Nye Project Coordinator, The
British Library Spare Rib Digitisation Project, a Panel 
Discussion on Art, Activism and Publishing - the role of 
print media in social change. Screening of ‘Women Art 
Revolution!’ as well as live performances, a zine fair and so 
much more. Featuring OOMK, Soofiya, Cool Schmool 
Zines, Tits or GTFO, Ruby Loewe, Eliza Agar Press and 
Nail Transophobia with more to be announced. 
Project blog and information: 
i-doingwhatcomesnaturally.tumblr.com

The Feminist Library, 5a Westminster Bridge Rd, London SE1 7XW.
Phone 020 7261 0879 or email admin@feministlibrary.co.uk              
Visit www.feministlibrary.co.uk.                
Follow us on twitter @feministlibrary
Opening hours: The Feminist Library is open Tuesdays 6-9pm, Thursdays 7-9pm and Saturdays 12-5pm 
for the Feminist Library Bookshop. We are also open outside of these hours by appointment only. 
Please email admin@feministlibrary.co.uk or phone 0207 261 0879 if you would like to make an 
appointment. Please check www.feministlibrary.co.uk/hours for the most up-to-date information, 
including changes to opening hours. 
The Feminist Library Newsletter, Summer 2015 - ISSN 0951-2837. Contributors: Una Byrne, Gail 
Chester, Anna Pigott, Sarah O'Mahoney.
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