
Despite the usual difficulties, once again its been a busy few months at the Feminist Library, 
with lots of people visiting and using the library, even more getting involved in keeping it going. 
Our “Rebel Rebel” International Women's Day celebration event at the Feminist Library and Colorama social centre was a 
great success, with over £400 raised. Big thanks to South London Solidarity Federation, the Food Fight Catering Collective 
and 56a Infoshop for all their hard work and support in making the event happen, as well as all the volunteers involved. 
An especially big thanks to Anna Pigott for organising the whole thing and working tirelessly before, during and after the 
great event. International Women's Day also saw the Feminist Library stall and volunteers at the Women of the World 
festival at the Southbank Centre and also at the IWD Market at Spitalfields. 

We are also very pleased to welcome to the library many new volunteers, a new management committee member, and the 
women who have taken up our “structured volunteer” positions. The catalogue digitisation project is progressing at a 
great speed, and we are hoping to have it completed soon. Also, increasing number of groups are using the library for 
meetings and events. Please contact us if you would like to use our space.

It has been a difficult few years for women's organisations and feminist spaces and services, with the implementation 
of 'austerity measures' seeing further cuts to already overstretched women's services. As a totally unfunded feminist 
organisation  in a precarious situation ourself, the Feminist Library is only too aware of how difficult it can be to 
survive and maintain services in the current economic climate. The collective response to the threat to Lambeth 
Women's Project, reported below, is inspirational and offers a very practical model of resistance that unfortunately 
feminists may need to use more. The problems of the Women's Library and the creative proposal of Rooms of our 
Own illustrate other aspects of the situation.

Lambeth Women's Project
We were upset in June to learn of threats to the existence of Lambeth Women's Project, which has served the young 
women of Lambeth for nearly 35 years . In response to calls for support against imminent eviction, women maintained a 
24-hour sit-in for 2 weeks, which, alongside protests and demonstrations, resulted in the Project successfully resisting 
illegal eviction. Legal processes are ongoing to defend the Project's legal right to tenancy, and further support is welcome. 
The Project is still open and they want to add to their programme of events and workshops for women. Get in touch with 
LWP at  020 7326 447 if there is is anything you can offer, such as art, yoga, dance, counselling, that could be of benefit to 
women in Lambeth and for more information on the campaign visit savelambethwomensproject.wordpress.com.

Women's Library, London.
The problems of the Women's Library, under threat of closure by London Metropolitan University since earlier this year, 
have been widely publicised, and the Feminist Library is doing what it can to support another longstanding women's 
organisation under threat. At the time of writing, staff and campaigners are continuing their fight to procure the best 
possible outcome for the building and the collection. To find out the latest information on this struggle, please see 
savethewomenslibrary.blogspot.com, and if you have not already signed their petition, please do so.

Rooms of our Own
As it is so difficult to find safe, suitable, accessible and affordable places for women to meet, a group of architects and 
other women with experience in developing and managing community buildings  have set up a Community Interest 
Company, Rooms of our Own, to see if they can find a solution.  Many feminist buildings and spaces have been lost 
because of their dependence on grant funding, and in the current economic climate, these are increasingly difficult to 
obtain. Rooms of our Own is therefore developing a social enterprise model, which will use women's businesses and 
possibly housing to make the building viable. The Feminist Library itself is proof that there is a need for feminist, 
women-controlled space, and therefore welcomes this project and looks forward to working with Rooms of our Own in 
the future. For more information or to get involved visit roomso4own.wordpress.com.
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Goldsmith Row Book Market -  a new Sunday street market, has  
opened in Hackney E2 8QA from 11am to 4:30pm every Sunday. For  
more information on the market visit goldsmithrowbookmarket.com. 
“Thanks to my involvement with the fabulous Feminist Library, I have 
been to many events where I have sat behind a pile of books, newsletters 
and spare Spare Ribs, but none have been as exciting and dynamic as the 
Goldsmiths Row Book Market.
Pages of Hackney, a local community bookshop, had the bright idea of 
starting an open-air market every Sunday next to Hackney City Farm, 
and inviting other booksellers to take part.  The stalls sell a great variety 
of new and used publications, from specialist to general, with radical 
booksellers well represented.
The Feminist Library has gone twice so far and, very luckily, the sun has 

shone brightly both times! We have sparked considerable interest with our copies of Spare Rib, our out-of-print feminist 
books and our tasteful tote bags, and it has been a great opportunity to make some money and spread the word about the 
Feminist Library.  Our stall  provides a much needed a feminist salon of sorts, a focal point for women to gather and talk 
about feminism. Multi-generational, multi-layered, and multi-memorable!”
We plan to have a stall there at least once a month, so keep an eye on the 
website for dates and come and visit us.

The Feminist Library bags, newsletters and books were also 
brought to Sheffield Anarchist Bookfair in June and were very 
well received, as Yodet Gherez tells us:
''The Feminist Library bags were very popular and immediately were 
bought by many. The Newsletter drew a lot of interest and from that we 
got women saying they would go and visit the Feminist Library in the 
future and possibly volunteer, and some books were also sold. All in all, 
it showed us the spirit of Anarcha-Feminism is alive and kicking!'' 

Not a Love Story film showing and discussion.
On Friday 27th April, FemCells held a film screening at the Feminist Library. 
FemCells is a relatively new group of London feminists, who are predominantly 
anarchist, and who have groups meeting in north and south London.
On the night itself there were women present from all different strains of 
feminism, including radical feminists who have been organising for a number of 
years and younger women for whom it was their first feminist meeting. 
Not a Love Story: A Film About Pornography is a documentary about the 
pornography industry, released in 1982  and directed by Bonnie Klein.
Following the film, there was a discussion on some of the issues raised: the 
pornification of culture and its effects on women’s self-image, violence against 
women, and the oppressive, exploitative nature of the industry. We also discussed 
abortion rights, the fight against the cuts, and class struggle. 
For more information about Fem Cells visit femcellsnorth.wordpress.com, 
femcellssouth.wordpress.com, or email femcells@riseup.net.

The stall at the Goldsmiths Row Book Market

Our summer wish list
As you know, the Feminist Library has kept going for 
more than 35 years on the goodwill and generosity of its 
many volunteers and supporters.  Over the next few 
months we will be developing big fundraising plans, 
which we will tell you about in more detail in the next 
newsletter.  In the meantime, we urgently need a few one-
off items which will contribute hugely to the smooth 
running of the library and/or will help us with our 
fundraising. Let us know which of these items you would 
like to contribute towards:

A reconditioned Konica Minolta Bizhub C252 A3 printer 
- £360.00
Pack of 4 toner cartridges for the above - £164.00
The Complete Fundraising Handbook - £30.00
The Complete Membership Handbook - £24.95
Acid-free archive boxes - £5 each
Catalogue hosting server (monthly) - £14.95
Colour-coded dot stickers – from £1.83 per box
Do please email or ring if you could help us with any of 
these items.
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Book reviews
‘Whores and Other 
Feminists’ by Jill Nagle, 
(Routledge, 1997).
This book is a collection of 
writings about and by sex 
workers, some of whom claim to 
be feminists. The selection of sex 
workers included in this book 
speak openly about feminism as 
feminists, which has been a 
controversial topic for as long as 

feminists have existed.
The different perspectives in this book are varied and 
interesting, enabling us to see how life is for sex workers, 
through their eyes. For example, a sex protector/pervert 
speaks out about her deepest darkest desires, a porn star 
tells of her experience in the sex industry and her 
arguments with other feminists over this choice, and a ‘fat 
sex worker’ confesses her experience of working as a sex 
line worker then going home to her husband and children.
We also learn a bit about the difference between male and 
female sex workers from their feminist perspective. 
There are important points raised, such as how female 
prostitutes are seen largely as ‘victims’, whereas male 
prostitutes aged 18 and over aren’t.
This book is extremely thought provoking, some parts 
cause reactions of anger and even sympathy for the sex 
workers. Well worth a read.

Breeze From the River 
Manjeera by Hema 
Macherla, (The Linen 
Press, 2008).
This book tells the story of the 
life of Neela, a young Indian 
woman who is thrust into a 
forced marriage, causing her 
to leave her family home in 
India to move to London with 
her new husband. When she 

arrives in London, she ends up being terrorised and used 
as a slave by her husbands’ family for months. Finally she 
is allowed to move from his family home to live with her 
new husband, but her situation then goes from bad to 
worse,  as he repeatedly beats and rapes her, treating her 
as his object to abuse whenever he pleases.
The account of Neela’s suffering is truly harrowing and a 
gripping read. It is refreshingly accurate about the impact 
of gendered violence on women both physically and 
emotionally. This book also shows us as the sexism  that 
can exist within Indian culture, such as arranged marriages 
and the expectation that a married woman must give her 
life over to her in-laws and her new husband.
Eventually Neela manages to escape from her 

abusive husband and gets a job as a childminder for a kind 
man who restores her faith in people, and she changes her 
life for the better. Overall, this book was an exciting 
emotional roller-coaster and covered some important 
feminist issues in a sensitive and realistic fashion.

Reviews by Shelley Jamaine Iqbal

There are lots more book reviews on our website at
feministlibrary.co.uk/reviews and all the books 
mentioned on this page are available for use at the 
Feminist Library.

Feminist Library Pamphlet Collection Study Day
At our inaugural study day at the Bishopsgate Institute, 
members of Feminist Fightback showed us how they 
used the pamphlets to develop their pack on gender 
education for schools, women from the Solfed Gender 
Working Group talked about using the Feminist Library 
to research their publication on sexual harassment at 
work, and Patrizia di Bello got us thinking about the 
relationship between text and image in our pamphlets. 
Apart from the pleasure of exploring these publications 
in depth, a highlight of the day was the way the 
pamphlets provoked debate and discussion amongst the 
participants, and opened the possibility of developing a 
network of feminist educators to pursue their concerns 
further. Attendance was quite small, as the day coincided 
with the middle of students' exam period, but it was such 
a success that we intend to run another one in the 
autumn -- possibly November.  Please contact us for 
further information.

Recent acquisitions
Class and Gender in British Labour History – Mary Davis 
(eds) (The Merlin Press, 2011).
Half of the Human Race – Anthony Quinn (Vintage, 2012).
I know a girl who …....skates Roller Derby – Robert 
Anderson, illustrated by Emmanuel Hernaez (Scratch 
Communication, 2011).
My dear Aleister – Marlene Packwood (Marlene 
Packwood, 2009).
Wonderful Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands – Mary 
Seacole (CreatSpace, 2011).
Edith Cavell – Diana Souhami (Quercus, 2011).
Intimate Wars – Merle Hoffman (The Feminist Press 
CUNY, 2012).
Sexism and the System, A Rebel's Guide to Women's  
Liberation – Judith Orr (Bookmarks, 2007).
Girls to the Front: The True Story of the Riot Grrrl Revolution  
- Sara Marcus (HarperPerennial, 2010)
Travels with My Harp: The Complete Autobiography – Mary 
O'Hara (Shepheard-Walwyn, 2012).
A Brief History of Mothers in Fiction: The Marvellous, the  
Mean, and Everything in Between - Carrie Dunn (Crooked 
Rib Publishing, 2012)
How Did I Get Here From There? - Claire Rayner (Virago, 
2003).
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Listings
4th August 2012 - Brighton
Free women-only self-defence session, followed by 
a talk on combating Fascism on the street level and 
politically (open to all). A mixture of discussion, 
learning basic techniques of striking, some 
simulated situations, group tactics and basics of 
fitness for defence. For more information and to 
book a place email femcells@riseup.net 

10th-13th August 2012
The Long Weekend Summer Camp
Aldermarston Women’s Peace Camp(aign)
An extended weekend of women-only non-violent 
discussion and activity.
For more information visit www.aldermaston.net

16th to 20th August 2012
Women In Tune 2012 Festival, Wales.
A celebration of and for Women in Music. This 
year the WIT theme is Revolting Wimmin and is a 
celebration of the ways wimmin have changed the 
world for the better through time. For more 
information visit www.womenintune.co.uk.

15 - 16th September 2012 
UK Feminista Summer School 2012, Bristol.
An inspiring weekend of discussions, practical 
training, skill-sharing and organising for feminist 
action. Workshops range from how to use the 
media, organising effective campaigns’, taking 
direct action and much much more.
For information and to book tickets visit 
ukfeminista.org.uk/summer-school-2012.

25 – 26th August 2012
The Feminist Library Summer  Fête
A Weekend of summer fun in support of the 
Feminist Library.
Saturday 25th of August - Girls Get Busy Zine 
Fest 
The Shacklewell Arms, Shacklewell Lane, London 
E8 2EB

Sunday the 26th of August - Summer Fête In The Library.
Open to all – Noon til late.
* Book sale* Agit Prop* Food and cake stalls* Tea, coffee and bar 
*Kids' Space with Activities and face-painting * Film Screenings 
*Poetry Reading/Writers' Workshop* Girls Get Busy Zine
Free Entry - Suggested Donation £4.

We'd love your input and help - have a stall, suggest an activity, run a  
workshop, donate a cake, come along and lend a hand. Please get in touch!
Email a.t.pigott@gmail.com/ruby.kearney@hotmail.com.

The Feminist Library, 5a Westminster Bridge Rd, London SE1 7XW.
Phone  020 7261 0879
Email admin@feministlibrary.co.uk              
Visit www.feministlibrary.co.uk.                
Follow us on twitter @feministlibrary
Opening hours: every Monday and Tuesday 2-6pm and every Thursday 6.30-9.30. 
Additionally, we are open on the 1st Saturday of the month from 1.30-5pm for the 
Writers Space. Visit by special arrangement is also possible, please email us to 
arrange. **Please note: The Feminist Library will be closed during August for our 
summer break.  Check www.feministlibrary.co.uk/hours for the most up-to-date 
information, including changes to opening hours.
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